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The communicational icon: When Fairuz descends from her pedestal.

This study examines how the public image of a unique Arab singer, Fairus, is constructed and
managed. We explore her artistic journey between the comfort of continuity and the allure of
rebellion. The paradox that drives this enquiry is her continued reign over Arab songs despite her
spirit of experimentation and risk-taking since the early 19A-S.

The aim here is to deconstruct the communicative foundations that shaped Fairuz as an icon.
She is widely known through a stereotypical image: she rarely smiles or moves on stage; her
performance is marked by the solemnity of nuns; and her song lyrics are highly curated. This
study employs a semiotic analytical approach and is grounded in framing theory as a conceptual
framework.

The findings show that Fairuz is a moving figure who constantly revolts against her own image
and accepts that Ziad Rahbani dismantles intermittently the persona sculpted for her by the
Rahbani Brothers. Yet, the lyrical and musical adventures she undertook confirm that Fairuz
—bothin her earlier and later works— preserved the traditions of Arab singing while assimilating
and mastering Western vocal technigues.

Through this contribution, this paper seeks to open communication and media studies to the
world of arts, employing its theoretical tools to examine phenomena that may seem, at first
glance, remote from its core concerns, yet in fact reveal deep intersections among diverse
perspectives.

Fairouz, stereotypes, icon, Arab arts, Rahabani Brothers, Ziad Rahabani
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